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 ñ Church Staff ñ 
 

    Rev. Tommy Lyles ................  Senior Pastor 
    Rev. Patty Bergfield  ..........  Associate Pastor 
     
    Summer McLemore Dir. of  Student Ministries  
    Aleen Swanson ..............  Dir. of  Day School 
    Summer Schiel .....  Dir. of Childrenõs Ministry 
 
    Lynn Brewer ....................  Dir. of Fine Arts  
    Chris Montes ....................  Worship Leader 
    Jean Solomon ...............  Music Accompanist 
 
    Beverly Stark .................  Business Manager 
    Barbara Kane Sorensen ... Executive Assistant  
    Cindy Whitehead ...................  Receptionist 
    Mary Lafferty  .................  Admin. Assistant 
     
  

Church Office Hours  

Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -  5:00 p.m.  

Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  

Church Phone (281) 351-1249      

Fax Number (281) 351-5117 

THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT  
ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT EDITION OF 

THE TIDINGS IS 01/17/2012  
for February 2012 PUBLICATION.  

PLEASE SUBMIT ARTICLES TO  
 

Barbara Kane Sorensen 
Barbara.sorensen@tomballumc.org  

If you wish to  
receive your  
TIDINGS via 

email instead of 
by mail, please 

contact the  
office at  

281-351-1249.  

TOMBALL 

UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 

 8:30 & 11:00 AM Worship Service               

9:45 AM           Sunday School 

January 2012 
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The New Year is 

upon us and like 

most ñnew yearôsò 

it marks a time of change and new 

beginnings.  Our church is at a crossroads 

as we look at the future ahead of us and 

especially into this new year.  We 

continue to look at new ways of doing 

things and new opportunities for 

ministry.  Sometimes ñchangeò is 

through a well thought out process, and 

other times change is thrust upon us.  We 

can approach change with ñfear and 

trembling,ò or we can see change as an 

opportunity to experience Godôs presence 

and guidance in a new way. 

Some of the changes we are faced with in 

this new year will be in the area of 

staffing.  Some of you are already aware 

that Pastor Patty will be leaving us in 

June to pursue  new avenues of ministry.  

She hopes to be appointed to her own 

church in June and we offer our prayers 

of support.  There will be plenty of 

opportunities for ñgoodbyesò in the 

months to come. I know we all are 

disappointed to see Patty leave, but we 

pray for Godôs continued guidance in her 

future ministry. 

 With Pattyôs departure, the Staff  Parish 

Relations Committee and the Finance 

Committee are recommending that we 

NOT fill her position with another 

associate pastor, but look for a qualified 

lay person in either a part-time or full-

time capacity to assume her 

administrative and program tasks.  We 

will begin looking for such a person to 

hopefully join our church staff June.  

This change in staffing will offer the 

opportunity to reduce our overall staff 

expenses and help ease some of the 

strains on our budget. This is NOT just a 

budgetary move, but an opportunity to 

pursue staffing in a new way.  Many of 

our new and fast growing churches have 

fewer clergy and more lay employees, 

which gives the church more flexibility 

and control over staffing needs. We seek 

your prayers as we move forward in this 

new staffing structure. 

On January 14, the Church Council will 

meet in in its annual planning session as 

we continue the restructuring of our 

leadership team to bring all of our 

ministries in live with our mission and 

vision.  All of this involves more lay 

involvement and less staff-driven 

ministry.  The church staff is here to help 

facilitate ministry. 

The Church Council will also vote on the 

2012 Budget at that time.  The 2012 

Proposed Budget is $973,375 which is 

$18,864 less than last yearôs budget or 

1.9% less, and still includes substantial 

increases in Children and Youth 

ministries.  Plus most of our lay staff will 

be getting 2% increases in salary.  I 

appreciate all the hard work that 

everyone has done to produce this budget 

proposal. 

One of the things that the Finance 

Committee will be exploring in this new 

year are options that may be available 

address further debt reduction.  For many 

years the church has been paying only 

interest payments on our debt, but 

beginning last March 

we were able to begin 

paying a portion of the principle.  The 

church currently has three loans totaling 

a little over two million dollars; this is on 

the Sanctuary, the Faith Building, and the 

20 acres next to the church.  We will 

meet with the Methodist Foundation in 

the first part of the year to look at our 

options and give consideration to a 

capital campaign for debt reduction.  Add 

this to your prayer list as well. 

As you can see, it is going to be an 

exciting new year, filled with lots of 

changes and opportunities.  I look 

forward to what God will have us do and 

new ways to reach people with the good 

news of Jesus Christ!  I have come to 

believe that we must embrace ñchangeò 

or we become stagnant.  To this end, I 

will be preaching a sermon series for 

three weeks in January collectively titled, 

ñStarting Over.ò  In that series I will 

address six things that have to change in 

order for us to grow as individuals and as 

a church. 

Also, put January 29 on your calendar, as 

we welcome Bill and Jeri Savuto back to 

this country as they wrap up their work in 

Kenya.  They will be speaking at both 

services and during the Sunday school 

hour about the ongoing mission of Maua 

Methodist Hospital in Kenya.  You will 

not want to miss it. 

 

 

 

 
January 2012  

 
January 1st -Wesley Covenant Service, Pastor Patty Bergfield  

January 8th - òStarting Over: Emotionally & Spirituallyó, Pastor Tommy Lyles 
Mark 1:4 -11 

January 15th -óStarting Over: Relationally & Physicallyó 
Mark 1:14 -20 

January 22nd - òStarting Over: Financially & Intellectuallyó 
Mark 1:21 -28 

January 29th -Savutoõs  

Dolj qeb N^pqloäp Bbph,,, 
A New Yearès Blessing 

 

May God make your year a happy one! 

Not by shielding you from all sorrows & pain,  

But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes; 

 Not by making your path easy,  

But by making you sturdy to travel ANY path;  

Not by taking hardships from you,  

But by taking fear from your heart; 

 Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,  

But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;  

Not by making your life always pleasant,  

But by showing you when people and their causes need you most,  

and by making you anxious to be there to help. 

 

Godôs Love, Peace, Hope & Joy 

To you for the year ahead 

 
Happy New Year!! 

From your family here at Tomball United Methodist Church 



Zechariah    

ñThey shall be my people, and  

I will be their Godò 
 

Precept Bible Study      8 Week course   

    Beginning Jan 18  at 6:30  

            Workbook  $17 

Zechariah is an incredible book that contains more 

prophecies about the first and second coming of Jesus 

Christ than any of the other Old Testament prophets 

except Isaiah. 

What will happen on the day when the Lord is King 

over all the earth?  There is a future time of restoration 

coming for the righteous.  Are you ready for that day?  

Join us as we discover what the Lord has to tell us 

through the prophet Zechariah. 

 For more information contact:  

 Sherry Rampy   832. 326. 6721 

 

Bible Study 
ñWhatôs so amazing about Graceò? 

By Philip Yancey 

 

Begins January 5, 2012 

7:30am in FB-5 

 

Led by Dale Reid 

 

More info. Contact Dale at 

reiddale@sbcglobal.net 

 

Handbells and Choir Resume January 11th 
 
Handbells and Choir start up January 11th. This is a great time to join. The 
handbells meet on Wednesdays from 6ñ6:55pm. You must be able to read music.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sanctuary Choir resumes January 11th and singers are needed!  The Sanctuary 
Choir leads music during the 8:30 traditional service and rehearses Wednesdays 
from 7pmñ8:30pm and you do not need to read music. Contact Lynn Brewer for 
more information or go to the Fine Arts page of the church website.  

Childrenõs Choirs Resume January 22nd 
 
 

Our Cherub and Fun Arts choirs resume 
rehearsals January 22nd from 6ñ6:45pm. 
Cherub choir is open to children 3 yrs ñ
Kindergarten and Fun Arts is open to children 
1stñ6th grade.  

 
Contact Lynn Brewer or go to the Fine Arts page on the church website for more 
information.  

Thank you so much to all the Fine Arts servants who made the special Advent programs 
wonderful  

 
THANK YOU: 

 
 

Glory Ringers and Sanctuary Choir, Worship Team for all of your hard work and dedication.  
Children who put on a fantastic program!  
Parent helpers: especially Michelle Barber (sets and props), Lori Bryant 
(Assistant), Cris and Laura Dobbs (food) 
Jayne Ronchetto (Cherub Choir director) and Lizz Wofford (Altar Guild)  
Jayne Ronchetto and Shirley Lusk for directing the Childrenõs Chimes. 
Worship Committee, Altar Guild and helpers who decorated and 
undecorated!  
Media Booth for helping us hear everything every Sunday!  

 
You are all a blessing to this church and The Fine Arts ministry.  

Much Love, Lynn  



Canned Spaghetti Sauce 

Dry Pasta 

Chili 

Chunky Soups 

Peanut Butter (in plastic jars) 

Jelly (in plastic jars) 

Canned Tuna Fish 

Canned Chicken 

Canned Beef Stew 

Spam 

Canned Chef Boyardee 

Zatarainõs Rice Mixes 

Rice a Roni Mixes 

Canned Vegetables 

Canned Fruit 

Granola Bars 

Peanut Butter or Cheese  

Crackers 

Individual fruit cups or  

Applesauce cups 

Dried Red Kidney Beans 

Rice 

Macaroni & Cheese 

Ramen Noodles 

Mission: Backpacks  

The Backpack Ministry  
is in full swing.  We are sending home 2 
backpacks per month to 39 families in 

TISD. We have depleted our summer time 
stockpile of food, and need donations to 

continue the ministry. All donations can be 
placed in the baskets the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 

Sundays of the month.   

Musicians Needed! 
 

If you, or someone you know plays: Acoustic/
electric guitar  
Bass or Drums 

...we have a wonderful musical  
opportunity for you!  

Our Contemporary worship team is looking 
for more musicians.  

Contact Lynn Brewer at 281-787-1905 or 
lynn.brewer@tomballumc.org  or go to the Fine Arts page of the 

church website for more information.  

Date  Time  Event  

January 1st   No Youth  

January 6th -

8th  

 Winter Retreat  

January 8th   No Youth  

January 11th  6:30 PM  Bible Study  

January 15th   No Youth  

January 18th  6:30 PM  Bible Study  

January 22nd  12 -5 PM  Zoo  

January 25th  6:30 PM  Bible Study  

January 28th  

 

10:00 AM  FFA Show  

Pre-teen DOTs 
Mark your Calendars for Saturday, 

February 4th 

The preteens will be 

participating in a mission 

project.  

Look for details to come!  
 

MISSION: Backpacks   
Help us restock our backpack 
pantry .  All donations can be 
dropped off in the gathering area 
on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays. 

Here is a list of items needed; canned spaghetti 

sauce, spaghetti noodles, canned vegetables, canned 
fruit, chili, chunky soups, Rice a Roni, Zatarainõs 
family size meals, peanut butter (in plastic jars), jelly 
(in plastic jars), granola bars, peanut butter or cheese 
crackers, canned tuna fish, canned chicken, canned 
beef stew, canned Chef Boyardee meals, Macaroni 

and Cheese and Spam.  

Wednesday Night Bible Studies  
Start back up on  

January 11th, 2012 

22  

00  

11  

22  



Christy Shell 
Ann Randolph 

Clara Ward  

Tom & Jayne Ronchetto 

The Lovell family 

Novak family 

The Homer family 

Are you looking for a gift that 
will last a lifetime?  

 
TUMC permanent Endowment 

Fund will grow a gift of any size.  

A Christmas gift, a memorial, an 

honorarium or an End of the year 

contribution.   

 

Please look for a brochure in the Gathering Area for more 

info. Or call church office-281 -351 -1249  

   

Online Giving Now 

Available! 

Go to our website at 

www.tomballumc.org 

Click on ñThe Latestò 

tab & then  

ñDonate Onlineò tab. 

Give generously to him 

and do so without a 

grudging heart; then 

because of this the Lord 

your God will bless you 

in all your work and in 

everything you put your 

hand to do.  

Deuteronomy 15:10 

 2012 Schedule  

of  

events 


