
 
 

Non-Profit Organization 

U. S. Postage 

P A I D 

Permit #4 

Tomball, TX 

P. O. Box 1689  

1603 Baker Drive  

Tomball, Texas 77377-1689 

www.tomballumc.org 

 

 — Church Staff — 
 

    Rev. Tommy Lyles ................ Senior Pastor 
    Rev. Patty Bergfield .......... Associate Pastor 
     
    Summer McLemore Dir. of  Student Ministries 
    Aleen Swanson .............. Dir. of  Day School 
    Summer Schiel ..... Dir. of Children’s Ministry 
 
    Lynn Brewer .................... Dir. of Fine Arts 
    Chris Montes .................... Worship Leader 
    Jean Solomon ............... Music Accompanist 
 
    Beverly Stark ................. Business Manager 
    Barbara Kane Sorensen ... Executive Assistant 
    Cindy Whitehead ................... Receptionist 
    Mary Lafferty  ................. Admin. Assistant 
     
  

Church Office Hours 

Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -  5:00 p.m. 

Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Church Phone (281) 351-1249      

Fax Number (281) 351-5117 

THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT  
ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT EDITION OF 

THE TIDINGS IS 02/16/2012  
for March 2012 PUBLICATION.  
PLEASE SUBMIT ARTICLES TO  

 
Barbara Kane Sorensen 

Barbara.sorensen@tomballumc.org 

If you wish to  
receive your  
TIDINGS via 

email instead of 
by mail, please 

contact the  
office at 

281-351-1249.  

TOMBALL 

UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 

 8:30 & 11:00 AM Worship Service               

9:45 AM           Sunday School 

February 2012 

http://www.tomballumc.org/
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It seems like we just finished 

“Christmas” and now Easter is rapidly 

approaching with the Ash Wednesday 

Service on February 22nd.  While we 

all love and enjoy Christmas, it is 

really a late development in the 

worship life of the church.  The first 

evidence of any type of Christmas 

celebration or emphasis does not 

appear until the 4th century, and then 

it marked the day of Christ’s birth and 

followed by Epiphany, the coming of 

the “wise men.” Even then, it 

involved the “Christianization” of the 

December 25 Roman Winter Festival 

of the winter solstice, and the festival 

of the Roman Saturnalia.  

Christmas as we celebrate it today is 

an even later development. By 1100, 

Christmas had become the most 

important religious festival in Europe, 

and Saint Nicholas (the forerunner of 

Santa Claus) was a symbol of gift 

giving in many European countries. 

During the 1400’s and 1500’s, many 

artists began to paint scenes of the 

Nativity and the birth of Jesus. During 

the Reformation many of the 

Protestant churches considered 

Christmas a pagan holiday and during 

the 1600’s Christmas was outlawed in 

England and many British colonies. 

In America, it wasn’t until the 19th 

century that Americans began to 

embrace Christmas and re-invented it. 

Alabama was the first state to 

recognize Christmas as a legal 

holiday in 1836. Santa Claus is an 

American creation in traced back to 

the early 1800’s, and his image as we 

know it today is standardized in the 

1920’s. 

In short, this is a quick history of the 

evolution of Christmas, and it is easy 

to see why some Christian groups still 

see it as a “pagan” holiday, having 

lost sight of the true celebration of the 

birth of Jesus.  While we like the 

“spirit” of Christmas, isn’t “giving,” 

loving and sharing something we 

should do all the time? 

Easter, by contrast, is a uniquely 

Christian holiday and time of 

worship.  From its very beginning, the 

early church celebrated Easter and the  

message of the resurrection was at the 

very core of all it did. Certainly, 

Easter, Holy Week, and ultimately 

Pentecost are surrounded by certain 

Jewish festivals (Passover and 

Shavuôot), uniquely Christian. The 

early church did not celebrate the 

birth of Jesus, they celebrated his 

redeeming work of the cross through 

the resurrection and the subsequent 

empowerment of the church at the 

day of Pentecost. We can trace this 

back scripturally when Paul speaks in 

I Corinthians 5:7-8: ñChrist, Our 

Passover Lamb has been sacrificed 

for us. So let us celebrate the festival, 

not with the old bread of wickedness 

and evil, but with the new bread of 

sincerity and truth.ò 

Clearly the celebration of Easter is the 

church’s Holy Day, and should 

require even more time of 

preparation.  That is what Lent is all 

about...getting ready for Easter, to 

receive the risen Christ!  As a part of 

that preparation this year Patty will 

have a daily prayer focus for us to 

follow.  Let us commit ourselves to 

prepare for the resurrection and then 

Pentecost!  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2012 
 

Feb. 5 -  “Breaking Out!”   Feb. 19 - “Get Off the Mountain!” 
            Mark 1:29-39                   Mark 9:2-10 
               
Feb. 12 - “Out of Control!”       Feb. 26 - “Getting Ready”                      
     Mark 1:40-45        Mark 1:9-15 
                
 

Join us in celebrating “our mother”   

Henrietta Claire Sphier McCoy 
 TURNING “100” !  

Saturday, Feb. 11th  

  2-4pm at TUMC  

Room FB 7&9. 

TEAM Services Provided in 2011 

 

Team provided services to 3,524 families or 14,316 individuals 

 

455 new family files were added 

 

School supplies were given to 150 students. 

School clothes were given to 288 students. 

 

Thanksgiving foods were given to: 

142 families or 

700 individuals 

 

“The HEB/TEAM holiday food drive”  

created a $15,600.00 credit for future use. 

 

Christmas sign-up: 

Toys for 64 families 

Food & gifts for 153 families 

Churches, families & indiv. Adopted 85 families 

 

 February items needed: 

Cereal 

Shampoo 

Toothpaste 

Women’s Sanitary products 

*Team is looking for Men & 

Women to volunteer their time at 

T.E.A.M..  The need is greatest in 

our furniture and clothing depts.   

For more info. Call T.E.A.M.  

281-351-6700 



Saturday, February 11, 2012 

10:30am -1:30pm in Faith Bldg.(kitchen)  

$25.00 includes individual cake & a light lunch 

Class limit of 10 students 

Reservation & Payment due February 2nd 

Payable by check or on-line at www.tomballumc.org 

 

Jane Tank will teach the European way to bake a 

Chocolate Cake with a red raspberry gelee filling, covered 

with a red raspberry glaze and a silky chocolate ganache.  

To finish, we will garnish with chocolate decorations and 

candied fruits 

 that you will create in class. 

 

sign up online @ 

www.tomballumc.org 

 

TUMC’s Blood Drive 

 

Sunday, February 5th 

8am-12:30pm 

TUMC’s Gym 

 

To schedule an appt., visit www.giveblood.org and login to Digital 

Donor.  Enter sponsor code 4343 

Or Contact Cindy Whitehead at 281-351-1249 

 

 
TUMC is looking for servants to deliver In Home Communion to our 

Homebound members.   
If interested please call church office at 281-351-1249. 

 
We also donôt want to forget any of our members who may be 

homebound, so if you know of a member who is homebound please let 
us know by calling church office at 281-351-1249. 

 

Tomball United Methodist Church Assistance 

Report for Year ending 12/31/2011 

 

We helped 136 people  

For a total of assistance given of 

$14,116.40 
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The TUMC Worship Team is in need of musicians to play 

with our Contemporary Worship Team. The worship team 

performs music in a band format consisting of songs that are 

commonly heard on  contemporary Christian radio stations. They 

meet Wednesday evenings 8:30pm Ɗ 10:30p.m. and have a 

rotating, flexible schedule. If you are a youth or adult and like to 

play guitar (acoustic or electric), electric bass or drums, we would 

like to speak with you. Go to the Fine Arts page of the church 

website for more information and to see us on You Tube or 

contact Lynn Brewer at lynn.brewer@tomballumc.org . 

Worship 

Team 

The choir is looking for singers to join us for our Easter 
service. We rehearse Easter music on Wednesdays from 
8:00¹8:30p.m.  and  Saturday April 7th from 10am 1̧2pm.   

Contact Lynn Brewer at lynn.brewer@tomballumc.org  
for more information.  



Are you looking for a gift that will last a lifetime?  
 

TUMC Permanent Endowment Fund will grow a gift 

of any size.  A Christmas gift, a memorial, an 

honorarium or an End of the year contribution.   

 

Please look for a brochure in the Gathering Area for 

more info. Or call church office-281 -351 -1249  

 

February Events 
Valentines Day Party on February 14th 

Go Texan day is on February 24th 

MISSION: 

Backpacks   
Help us restock our 
backpack pantry. All 
donations can be dropped 
off in the gathering area on 
the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 

Sundays. Here is a list of items needed; 
canned spaghetti sauce, spaghetti noodles, 
canned vegetables, canned fruit, chili, chunky 
soups, Rice a Roni, Zatarainõs family size meals, 
peanut butter (in plastic jars), jelly (in plastic 
jars), granola bars, peanut butter or cheese 
crackers, canned tuna fish, canned chicken, 
canned beef stew, canned Chef Boyardee meals, 

Macaroni and Cheese and Spam.  

 

 

2012 Schedule 

February 2, 2012- “One Good Dog” by Susan Wilson 

March 1, 2012- “Here If you Need Me” by Kate Braestrup 

April 5, 2012-”One Thousand Gifts: A Dare to Live fully 

right where you Live” by Ann Voskamp 

May 3, 2012- “Please Look After Mom” by Kyung-sook Shin 

 

All readers are invited to any Reader meeting, enjoy a meal 

and participate in the discussion.  A wide variety of books are 

selected to encourage lively discussion of Christian response 

to life, culture and ideas. 

 

JAMAICA MISSION TEAM NOW FORMING!! 
TRIP IS FROM JUNE 15-22ND AND THE COST IS APPROX. $1500.00 

CONTACT PASTOR TOMMY LYLES FOR MORE INFO. 

TOMMY.LYLES@TOMBALLUMC.ORG 

 

 

Valentineõs Day Exchange 
On Sunday , February 12th the children will be 
participating in a Valentineõs day card exchange 
with the adult Sunday School classes.  Mark your 
calendar to have your children join us during the 

Sunday School Hour! 

Pre- teen DOTõs Retreat 
When: March 3rd and 4th 

Where: Schiel Family Ranch in Normangee 

Cost: $30 a person 

Times: leaving Saturday Morning at 9 am  

returning Sunday 3:30 pm  

RSVP to Miss Summer by February 24th  

Look for updates in the next few 

weeks though the mail, email,  

Facebook and the TUMC website!  

 

 

Lunch Provided 

Drop off and Pick up at 

the church.  

(abandoned animal rescue) 

RSVP to 

Miss Summer by January 31st  

Pre Teens Mission 
Trip 

February 4 th 

10 am to 1:30 pm to 
AAR   



2012 Tomball UMC Leadership Team-Continued 

Worship Committee:  (3rd. Tues. ea./mo. @ 7:00pm) 

 Chair : Mary Ann Sharkey   

Sr. Pastor: Tommy Lyles 

 Fine Arts Director :  Lynn Brewer 

 Communion Stewards:   Dale Reid 

 Altar Guild :  Liz Wofford 

 Ushers: Joe Stutts  

 Choir Rep.: Cora Sue Warren 

  

 Media Reps.:   Rick Ruth, Mike Frank, Max Churchman 

Greeter Rep.:   Debi Lee 

 Acolytes:   Diane Jenkins 

 Cont. Worship Leader:  Chris Montes 

 Organist:  Jean Solomon 

Outreach & Fellowship Committee: 

 Chair :  Harriet Fether 

   

WORK AREAS:  

 

United Methodist Women:   Janie Clapp 

Womenôs Ministry/Council:  Susan Byrant 

Menôs Ministry:  Tom Brewer 

Care Ministry:   Brenda Carrington 

Church Historians:   Doris Richardson 

 

Wedding Coordinator:  Barbee Bradbury 

Scouting Coordinators:   Summer Schiel 

Scouting Charter Representative:  Summer Schiel: Scouts 

                                                            Summer Schiel, Don Green: Cubs 

Hospitality Ministries : 
 Sunday Coffee Cord:   Bob & Debi Lee 

 Wednesday Family Night Cord:  Laura Price 

Kitchen Cord :    

Prayer Blanket:   Lee Hulon 

Prayer Team:   Cora Sue Warren 

Congregational Care: 

 Bereavement:   Janie Clapp 

 Sock Monkeys:   Rita Bergner, Shirley Lusk, Mary Ann Sharkey 

  

CHILDRENS COUNCIL :   

 Chair:  Monica Urbanovsky  

Charlotte Callahan, Summer Schiel, Karen Hill, Sherry Montes, Liz Wofford, Lauren Sanders, Gabriele Bledsoe, Brenda 

Carrington, Allison Swidersky, Lori Marshall, Taylor Blanchard & Chris Nash 

YOUTH COUNCIL :  

Adults:  Kim King   (Chair)  College Age Rep: Senior High Rep:           Junior High Rep: 

              Tammy Cunningham Joel Eichler  Trey Valenzuela             Aubrey Frank 

 Cindy Godwin  Whitney Godwin  Hailley King                    Kevin Hicks 

 Mike Frank     Bailee Cunningham      

SWDS BOARD:   
 Chair:  Wes Hill 

 SWDS Director:  Aleen Swanson 

 SWDS Business Mgr.:   Julie Berkmeyer  

 Finance Comm. Rep:  Tom Homer 

 SRPC Rep.:  TBD 

 Trustee Rep.:  TBD 

 Sr. Pastor :  Tommy Lyles 

 Director of Childrenôs Ministry: Summer Schiel  

 Parent Rep.:  Kayla Rucker 

 Parent Rep.:  Lindsay Moore 

At Large:  Suzanne Reynolds 

VISION 20/20 TEAM: TBD  

 

MISSIONS:  (WILL BE RESTRUCTURED INTO WORK TEAMS FOR 2012)  

Chair: Orpha Haag 

Jane Scott, Phoebe Lake, Brenda Carrington & Tommy Lyles 

As head of Trustees I would like to extend my biggest thanks to the following 

people who over this past week have put in many hours to rebuild the Susanna 

Wesley Day School playground area: Henry Reid, Bob Bradfield, Cliff 

Rampy, Bob Lee, Gerald Richardson, Jeff Feaster, John Elwell, Jimmy Shaw, 

Tom Brewer, John Evans, Larry Peel, Will Tank, Bobby Ambrose, Debbie 

Jacobson, and Robert E. Lee.  

Taking it down was easy, reinstalling over 6 days was no small feat; 10 fence 

posts were reinstalled and cemented, over 500 feet of chain link fence was 

rehung, replaced 100 landscape timbers, used over 200 spikes to secure the 

timbers in place and combed through the existing mulch to pull out any large 

chunks left behind by the recent timber cutting and stump grinding. The entire 

outside area of the playground was then leveled and cleaned and picnic tables 

were moved back into place.    

Many thanks for your willingness to serve God, our Church, and the SWDS 

on this monumental task.  

  

Joe Sharkey 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN'S NEWS  

 

 

On January 3, 2011, the Tomball United Methodist Women were honored to have the United 

Methodist Women Texas Conference PRESIDENT, MATTIE ORDAZ, visit our unit and install five elected 

officers and eleven appointed committee chairpersons for 2012.  Newly elected officers are as follows:  

President - Janie Clapp; Vice-President - Donna McCrary; Secretary - Mary Ann Vincent; Treasurer - Sally 

Sullivan; Nominating Committee Chairperson - Betty Dyck.  Mattie challenged each officer to carry out the 

duties of her office enthusiastically and faithfully with the help of the Lord.  Mattie is pictured here with Janie 

Clapp, the incoming president.  After the installation service a delicious meal of New Year's soup prepared by 

E.B.Clapp, as well as desserts brought by executive committee members, was served. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Women meet the first Tuesday of each month in the Faith Building for a general 

meeting at 10 o'clock.  They do not meet during the summer months, June through August.  A light lunch 

provided by members is served after the general meeting. Two daytime circles meet monthly in homes on the 

third Tuesday of each month, and one night circle meets in homes the third Thursday of each month.  All 

women of the church and their friends are cordially invited to become a member of this great United 

Methodist Church connectional service Christian organization that generously supports local and 

global missions. 

             



Sunday, March 4th 

8:00a.m.-2:00p.m. 

Come Join the Fun & Good Chili! 

Hosted by: 

Seekers of the Word 

 

Individual  or group entries invited;  

1st-3rd place prizes for čBest TasteĎ & 1st

-3rd place prizes for čBest PresentationĎ 

& 1 trophy for ĊPeoples Choiceċ 

Please sign up by email to  

palawson70@hotmail.com 

To Serve…. 

Reach out and help someone!  Take a manna bag 

from the Gathering Area at TUMC & keep it in your 

car to give someone less fortunate.  We will be asking 

for donations for the bags & financially.  Our team 

Ashley Upchurch & Amy Harrell are thinking of  

ways to help this ministry flourish!  Our church 

mission includes “Serving the World” & this is one 

way we can do that.  Look for more info. on manna 

bag ministry for 2012 in church bulletin or in The 

Tidings.  We are truly blessed to SERVE! 

 

Food Drive Competition! 
SWDS is teaming up with TUMC to host a food drive from February 1stτ14th. Each 
ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ¢¦a/Ωǎ   .ŀŎƪǇŀŎƪ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŦŜŜŘǎ орл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ¢ƻƳōŀƭƭ L{5Φ   ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǇŀƴǘǊȅ ƛǎ  

running low, and they have asked us to help to restock it!  
Each age level will place their food in buckets by the bulletin boards. The winning age 

group will receive an  
ICE CREAM PARTY with Miss Summer!! 

 

Members at Large: 

Class of 2012–  Collin Powell , Don 

Greene & Dale Reid 

Class of 2013– Christine Leard, Mike 

Pitzer & Jim Milner 

Class of 2014– Laurel Frank, Lori 

Bryant, Kit Pfeiffer 

 

Youth Representatives: 

Hailey King-Senior High 

Kevin Hicks-Junior High 

2012 Tomball UMC Leadership Team 

 

 

 Finance Committee Rep.:  Joe Sharkey 

 Architectural Team:   Sherry Rampy, Susan Bryant 

 Grounds:    
 Sanctuary & Choir Room: Joe Sharkey, Bob Lee  

 Kitchen & FLC:  Jimmy Shaw, Laura Price 

 Education:   Cindy Godwin, Jeff Feaster 

 Faith Bldg.:  John Lawson, John Elwell 

 SWDS Rep.:  

 

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS &  LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT :  

Chair, Sr. Pastor:  Tommy Lyles 

Class of 2012– Sharon Wells, Tom Brewer & Will Tank 

Class of 2013– Carl Hohl, Jane Scott & Ashley Upchurch 

Class of 2014– Doris Richardson, Gale Jordan, Ron Persaud 

COMMITTEE ON STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE :  

 (3rd. Mon. ea./mo. @ 7:00pm.) 

Chair of Finance:  Henry Reid 

Vice-Chair Finance:   

Chair of Stewardship Campaign:  Robert E. Lee 

Chair Church Council :  Susan Bryant 

Sr. Pastor:  Tommy Lyles 

SPRC Chair:  Frank Hicks 

Trustee Rep.: Joe Sharkey 

Lay Delegate to Ann. Conf.:  Stanley Miller 

Finance Secretary:  Beverly Stark 

 

Members at Large: 

Class of 2012– Robert E. Lee, Wayne Oliver & Henry Reid 

Class of 2013– Ellen Stutts, Tom Homer, John Evans 

Class of 2014– Lyn Urbanovsky, Glenn Huntley & Bob Wohlleber 

 

Members at Large: 

Class of 2012ï Craig Gracey, Gail Ruth & Joe Eichler 

Class of 2013– Bobby Ambrose, Frank Hicks & Harriet Fether 

Class of 2014– Amy Harrell, Monica Urbanovsky & Max Churchman 

STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE : (2nd. Tues. ea./mo. @ 7:30pm.) 

Chair:  Frank Hicks 

Sr. Pastor:  Tommy Lyles 

Lay Delegate to Ann. Conf.:  Stanley Miller 

  

 

Ex Officio Members: 

Church Council Chair : Susan Bryant 

Trustee Rep: Joe Sharkey 

Chair of Finance: Henry Reid 

Sr. Pastor: Tommy Lyles 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE:  

 

 

Class of 2012– Stan Brown, Worth Washburn & Patty Sheffield 

Class of 2013– Stanley Miller Chr., Larry McNeil & Rob Lake 

Class of 2014– Joe Warren, Pat Milner & Suzanne Reynolds 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:   (2nd Tues. ea./mo @ 6:30pm.) 

Class of 2012– Jeff Feaster, John Lawson, & Jimmy Shaw 

Class of 2013– Bob Lee, Joe Sharkey & Gerald Richardson 

Class of 2014– Laura Price, John Elwell, Cindy Godwin 

Trustee Sub-Committees:   

 Parsonage:   Gerald Richardson, Tommy Lyles 

 Endowment Committee Rep:   Joe Sharkey 

Church Council (4th Thurs. Quaterly @ 7:00pm)  

Chair: Susan Bryant 

Vice Chair: Dale Reid 

Sec, Church Council: Harriet Fether 

Sr. Pastor: Tommy Lyles 

Assoc. Pastor: Patty Bergfield 

Lay Delegate to Ann. Conf.: Stanley Miller 

Finance Chair: Henry Reid 

SPRC Chair: Frank Hicks 

Trustee Chair: Joe Sharkey 

Missions Chair: Orpha Haag 

Worship Chair : Mary Ann Sharkey 

Outreach Chair: Harriet Fether 

Endowment Comm. Chair: Stanley Miller 

UMW President: Janie Clapp 

Childrenôs Council Chr: Monica Urbanovsky 

Youth Council Chr .: Kim King 

SWDS Chair: Wes Hill 

LOL Council Chr .: Susan Bryant 

Menôs Ministry Chair: Tom Brewer 

Care Ministry : Brenda Carrington 

Church Historian : Doris Richardson 

Prayer Team: Cora Sue Warren 

Heartfelt Stitchers: Lee Hulon 

Bereavement: Janie Clapp 


